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SOME NOTABLE SHIPS BUILT BY GEORGE BROWN & CO
(MARINE) LTD

All the ships which were built at Garvel Shipyard were built with that special
sense of pride which allowed them to be described as "Clyde Built” — a label
which, at the time, was justly renowned throughout the world
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A SAMUEL GREEN (built 1917, Ship No.116).

One of 14 Castle-type trawlers, designed for war purposes, built for the
Admiralty during World War |, each of which was named after a petty officer
who served at the Battle of Trafalgar on board HMS Victory or HMS Royal
Sovereign. This trawler was converted fo a luxury yacht in the 1920's and
was owned for some years between the wars by the Guinness family of
Dublin. She was renamed OCEAN ROVER and, amongst her cruises, for
several summers undertook voyages for the Guinness family to Monaco,
carrying in her hold their racing cars which regularly took part in the Grand
Prix there.

After service in the Second War she was acquired by Mr Joseph Hobbs,
owner of Inverlochy Castle near Fort William. He also owned the Fort William
whisky distillery and became famous as developer of the Great Glen Cattle
Ranch in the 1950's and 60's. By him she was renamed OCEAN MIST and
was'moored at Camus na Gall opposite Fort William., She appears there in
many calendar and postcard photographs. He brought her back to her
builders’ yard in Greenock in 1960 to have a new aluminium bridge and
deckhouse fitted by George Brown & Co (see photograph, page A2).
Following his death his family arranged for OCEAN MIST to be brought into
the Caledonian Canal where she lay for some years at Banavie and could be
viewed from his former home at Inverlochy Castle which later became a first
class hotel.

Her original steam engine was, amazingly, recommissioned for her voyage to
Leith in 1984 as described on Page A4. At the time of writing (March 2002}
she has ceased to operate as a restaurant ship at Leith waterfront and is for
sale.
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S.Y. OCEAN MIST
Historical notes on The Cruise Ship Edinburgh (formerly S.Y. Ocean Mist)

Scheduled to be built for service in World War I in the Strath class of
trawler, she might have borne the name "Samuel Green" (this class being
named after crew members of HMS's “Royal Sovereign and "Victory" at
Irafalgar in 1805). As the Great War ended and the navy's needs reduced,
she went almost immediately into private ownership - described as a yacht.

Designed by Hall Russell, she was built by George Brown of Greenock and was
launched there on 30th April, 1919. The vital statistiecs of the young
"Aries" (reported to be the Admiralty's eventual name for her) were:
LENGTH: 125.6' BPBREADTH: 23.5' DEPTH: 12.7' TONNAGE: 383.81 gross/2131.44
net - with a triple expansion 3 cylinder engine by McKie & Baxter of Covan.

The official registration and ownership records from 1921 - 1939 suggest
that she sailed in some very well comnected social circles under the name
" "Ocean Rover" (albeit with a return to the name "Aries" for a spell in the
20's). In 1939, the Admiralty 're-acquired’ their former trawler {by now a
yacht with a pedigree) and the “"Ocean Rover" joined what has been called
The Unknown Fleet - civilian vesgels* carrying out
essential /routine/dangerous tasks in support of dedicated military craft.
At the age of 21, she went to war as a torpedo recovery vessel, completing
her service as a calibrating yacht up to 1945.

Laid up for a few years by the Admiralty, she re-entered the social scene
as "Ocean Mist" in the early 50's with a re-fit at Montrose about ten years
later.  There followed approximately 20 years of continuous one-family
ownership in the Fort William area, culminating in plans for a new career
in whisky promotion on loch Ness. When this was shelved, the "Ocean Mist"
was once more on the market where she was bought in early 1984 by the
present owners - The Leith Steamship Company. By that Summer, she was
recommissioned mechanically and was taker! by an enthusiastic amateur crew
under her own steam from the Southern end of the Caledonian Canal through
Inverness to leith - taking a week which included 2 days aground at Fort
Augustus and one day awaiting good weather at Inverness**

Meanwhile, negotiations in Edinburgh achieved ‘planning permission for a
permanently moored floating restaurant at the Shore and an almost historic
(+ cxpensive!) opening of the Victoria Swing Bridge in 1985 to allow this
Er-row pensicnable aged lady into her retirement home in the outer basin of
the Water of Leith. After a little rest, work began on the conversion in
February 1988 and tha first restaurateurs opened her for trade in August
the sama year. As with all restaurants, there have been intermediate
refurbishments, but she is always distinctive and ever photogenic (films,
t.v. dramas, nation:] advertising and many wedding photo albums).

* The Motor Yacht Fala Bhan (neighbour to The Cruise Ship and
mocred just ahead) zimilarly did her bit in WWIT.
** 220 miles Inverness - Leith = 24 hours + 500 gals of fuel il

(information collated July 1995 by
ilmour & Stamp, Architects/Planning Supervisors
T~ Shore, Leith E6 60W TEL&FAX: 0131 467 8228)
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WARSHIPS (World War ).

During 1939-1945 the output of the yard was prodigious. It included, in
addition to the six merchant ships launched during 1939 and 40:

9

Flower Class Corvettes

(ASPHODEL, AUBRETIA, AURICULA, ALYSSUM, BELLWORT,
BORAGE, BALSAM, ARABIS, ARBUTUS)

Twin screw turbine River Class Frigates

(CHELMER, CAM)

Castle Class Corvette

(ALNWICK CASTLE)

Rescue Vessel (Modified Castle Class Corvette)

(EMPIRE SHELTER)

Isles Class Armed Mine-Sweeping/Anti-Submarine Trawler
{DAMSEY)

Assorted Merchant Ships

(EMPIRE RUBY, EMPIRE DWELLER, EMPIRE AUDREY, EMPIRE
BALHAM, EMPIRE BROMLEY, EMPIRE LEWISHAM, EMPIRE
KINGSWAY, EMPIRE LOLA)

Of these five have been selected:

a) HMS ARABIS (Ship No 227), one of two corvettes built for the
Royal New Zealand Navy in 1843, Her first commanding officer
was Lt Cmdr John Seelye who wrote the attached letter (page
B1), dated 23" March 1944, to the staff of George Brown & Co.
Commander Seelye exchanged Christmas cards, and news,
with Mr Frank Brown for many years after the war.

ARABIS (Pennant No. K385) survived the war and served in
New Zealand waters for several years before being returned to
the UK in 1948 later being scrapped at Grays in Essex in 1951.

b) HMS AUBRETIA (Ship No 215), built for the Royal Navy in
1940. She took a prominent part in one of the few actions in
which a German submarine was captured.

On 9™ May 1941 it was a depth charge attack by AUBRETIA
which forced U-boat 110, which had been attacking a
westbound North Atlantic convoy, to surface. As the U-boat
surfaced, men were already pouring out of the conning tower.
AUBRETIA picked up the survivors. The other escort vessels
then closed in and it became possible for officers from the
destroyer HMS BULLDOG to board the captured U-boat and
obtain the all-important cyphering codebooks and equipment.
. This was done in secrecy out of sight of the convoy and the



survivors. The Enigma cyphering equipment was later urgently
transferred via Orkney to the code-breakers at Bletchley Park
where it played a very significant part in the Allies’ success in
monitoring U-boat movements, thus saving many lives and
contributing significantly to the successful conclusion of the war.

AUBRETIA survived the war and was converted into a
whalecatcher in Norway in 1948. She was renamed ARNFINN
BERGEN and scrapped at Grimstad in 1966.

c

—

HMS BELLWORT (1941,Ship No 219) and HMS BORAGE
(1941, Ship No 220) were two Flower Class corvettes which
survived the war in sufficiently good condition to be purchased
in 1946 by the Irish Government. They were renamed,
respectively, CLIONA and MACHA and served until 1970, being
based for much of their service at Haulbowline near Cork, where
they formed the principal part of the Irish Naval Service for
many years.

For details of their Irish service see "A History of the Irish Naval
Service" by Aidan Mclvor, ISBN 07165 2523 2, published Dublin
1994.

d) HMS ALYSSUM (1941, Ship No 218) was a Flower class
corvette which was transferred to the Free Frerich Navy.
Renamed ALYSSE she was torpedoed and sunk by the German
submarine U654 in the North Atlantic on 8™ February 1942.

This event, with further details, is commemorated on a wall
plague which forms part of the Free French Memorial (in the
shape of the Cross of Lorraine) on the Lyle Hill at Greenock.

In addition to the wartime record of newbuildings, George Brown & Co
{Marine) Ltd was also heavily committed to the war effort with many ship
conversions and repairs. These included conversions of excursion paddle
steamers to minesweepers, netlayers and anti-aircraft ships as well as
modifications and repairs to many of the large number of ships which visited
Greenock during the years 1939 — 45,



H.M.N.Z.S. "ARABIS". Bl
23rd March, 1944,

To: The Employees
Messrs? Georgé Brown & Co. (Marine) Ltd.,

Shipbuilders,
GREENOCK.

On behalf of the Officers and Men of H.M.N.Z.5. "Arabis"
I wish to convey mine and their sincere appreciation of the gift
of money which you have givenr to the ship. This money will be
used to purchase Sports Gear znd other amenities. I know you will
agree with me that no more valuable use could be made of this

money than for the purpose of recreation and exercise.

May we also, as some cf the few who fight in one of the many
of His Majesty's ships which you have built, express our sappreciation
and admiration of your handicraft. ©Not only have you built us =
fine ship, in fact I wventure to assert she is the finest Corvette
afloat, but you have been so helpful and willing to co-coperate with
the Officers and Men in giving them so many little things which help
to make life in a Corvette comfortakle.

We shall all carry away with us to far off lands very pleasant
memories of our stay here. Formerly we know of Scotland as a
country which built fine ships, played Bagpipes, and brewed a very
potent drink known as whisky. Now we know this to be true.

You may rest assured that whenever we go into battle, we
shall rest assured, that the ship will never let us down, and that,
we shall never let the ship down.

New Zealand is a long way from Scotland, but many of us have
close ties with your country. The forefathers of many of us came
from here and we shall renew for many of our folks the memories of

this, their once Native Land.

Believe me,
Very sincerely yours,

(sgd.) John H. Seelye.
Lieutenant Commander,

H.M.N.Z.5. "Arabis" R.N.Z.N.V.R.
23rd March, 1944. Commanding Officer.
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C  AFRICA SHELL, (built 1938, Ship No. 207).

This was a small but important oil tanker which served ports on the East
African coast. She achieved fame when in October 1939 in territorial
waters off Portuguese East Africa she was fired on by the German
battleship GRAF SPEE, then acting as a surface raider in the Indian
Qcean.

AFRICA SHELL's master, Captain Patrick Dove, was captured by a German
boarding party and taken aboard the battleship while his officers and crew
took to the ship's lifeboats from which they safely reached the shore.
Explosive charges were set off aboard the tanker by the Germans. AFRICA
SHELL was assumed sunk but did not sink, her bow drifting ashore some time
|ater on the coast north of Lourenco Marques. Shortly afterwards GRAF
SPEE, with Captain Dove still on board, was trapped by the cruisers AJAX,
ACHILLES and EXETER at the Battle of the River Plate and subsequently
scuttled on the orders of her commander, Captain Langsdorf.



A SHORT LIFE
FOR THE
AFRICA SHELL -

Chief Officer ([now Captain) Frank Mansfield joined
the Africa Shell in Glasgow in 1939 and served in the
mas and Mew Year at home. On ship until she was sunk off the African coast by the
January 2 1 went o Greenock 1o find German packet battleship Graf Spee later that same
& year.

Captain Mansfield retired from Fleet sarvicein 1962

and later wrote of his sea-going experiences for his
family. This is an extract from that story.
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THE AFRICA SHELL
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A SHORT LIFE
FOR THE
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Chief Officer (now Captain) Frank Mansfield joined
the Africa Shell in Glasgow in 1939 and served in
the ship until she was sunk off the African coast
by the German pocket battleship Graf Spee later

that same year.

Captain Mansfield retired from Fleet service in The beach some miles norn
1962 and later wrote of his sea-going experiences !
for his family. This is part two of the extract from
that story.
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A SHORTLIFE FOR
THE AFRICA SHELL
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D  YELCHO, (built 1906, Ship No. 34).

This was a small vessel designed and built as a tug and salvage vessel for
the Government of Chile. She sailed on her 10,000 mile delivery voyage from
the Clyde to Puerto Monte.in 1907. YELCHO became famous as the vessel
which, in August 1916, rescued Sir Ernest Shackleton’s Antarctic expedition
from Elephant Island where 22 men had been stranded for four months,
following the abandonment of ENDURANCE which had been beset in
Antarctic ice some 16 months earlier.

In order to seek help from the outside world Shackleton, in April 19186, had
chosen five members of his expedition to accompany him in sailing the open
boat JAMES CAIRD from Elephant Island to the south coast of South
Georgia. Leaving three of his exhausted crew behind at a remote beach
there, Shackleton with two companions (Worsley and Crean), although
themselves worn-out by 16 months of isolation and under nourishment, then
courageously crossed the mountains of South Georgia on foot in horrendous
conditions to seek help from the whaling station at Stromness.

Four months later, YELCHO, with Shackleton on board, successfully brought
the members of the expedition back from Elephant Island safely and
triumphantly to Punta Arenas — not a bad achievement for a 120 ft long vessel
designed for harbour and coastal duties. Notably she succeeded when
several earlier attempts by other vessels had failed due to weather conditions.

The bow of the YELCHO is still in existence in Chile. It has been erected in
front of the shopping centre in the small town of Puerto Williams as a
monument to the Chilean pilot Pardo who played an important part in the
Elephant Island rescue.

Further details of the YELCHO's part in the Elephant Island rescue can be
found in:
a. "The Endurance” by Caroline Alexander, ISBN 074754123X,
published Bloomsbury, London, 1898.
b. “Shackleton’s Captain — a biography of Frank Worsley™ by John
Thomson, ISBN 0889626782, Orca Book Services, Poole, 2001.
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E MISRIF SABAH (built 1906, Ship No. 32)

MISRIF SABAH was a twin screw steam yacht built for the Sheik of Kuwait at
a time before Kuwait became an oil-rich state with the communications and
infrastructure it has today.

The reason for the inclusion of MISRIF SABAH in this booklet is the guite
remarkable story in 1912 of her boiler reconditioning and renewal of bottom
plating (provided as a "shipment job” by George Brown & Co, her builders).

Details of this task and how it was brilliantly executed in Kuwait, especially
considering the remoteness of the site, are given in the attached sheets. In
particular the method of using sand to get the heavy boiler back in place is
fascinating!
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On reading the latest edition of the B.I. Wews and the FEditor's
appeal for further material. I thought it might infterest readers
+o describe a period of nine months I spent in Mahommerah and Kuwait.
I am quoting from memory, So my dates may not be correct, But I think
it was 1912 when Mr, McFarlane, Superintending Tngineer in Bombay,
gsent me to recondition the yacht belonging %o the Sheik of EKuwait.

I arrived at Basra in the mail steamer and reported to the hgents
there, who informed me that a small launch would be leaving for
Mehommersh in the early afternoon. I sat among a howling mq‘gnf Arabs,
all shouting at the top of their voices, and after three hours arrived
at Mehommerah feeling not a little depressed. There the Agents'
representative met me and I was transferred to a small dug-out for the
1ast few miles to where the yacht was moored near the palace of
Sheikh Hugzelle, which stood near the bank of the river. Here I proeured
an Arab boy who looked after my personal wants and did it very well.

The yacht had been built at home and was the proud possessor of a
gun given to the Sheik by Queen Victoria. She was managed by Arabs,
who had no knowledge of how to look after a steel ship, so the whole
interior had rotted and on three occasions had sprung a leak and had
to be beached. A complete hull, frames and plafes were gent out from
home to replace the worn-out hull. First of all, the engines had to be
removed and this was done without difficulty, but when it came to
taking the 15-ton boiler out, this was another matter.

Prior to my arrival, the Anglo-Persian Oil Company at Abadan had
arranged to 1ift and repair the boiler but when we arrived there I
found to my dismay that the only crane available was much too small.

T next tried the British gunboat lying at Basra %o see if they could
hdp. The Captain was very kind and entertained me to a very good dinner
but was sorry he had no gear capable of dealing with this weight.

Eventually, through the help of the Company's Agents in Basra, I
got an enormous wooden derrick, which was much too big for the job but
which I towed down to Abadan, and with the help of one of the Anglo-
Persian engineers, it was erected on the jetty. The boiler was removed
without furiher trouble and the derrick was then taken over by the
0il Company. It was noWw necessary to get the yacht dry-docked but the
only dock available was one which had besn used previously for smaller
craft. In reality, it was merely a hols dug in the clay and it had %o
be enlarged and suitable keel blocks placed in the centre, all of them
well tied down in the clay. A gateway must also be made so the clay was
dug out and put in barges. The following day the ship was floated in
at high tide and put in position and when the tide receded, she was
left Testing on the blocks. Fearl divers were of great assistance in
this operation.
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At low water the clay from the barges was replaced and this
had to be done very quickly, as the wall had to be kept ahead of
the tide. The water remaining in the dock was baled out by men
with a chain of buckets and I was happy to note that the clay was
perfectly watertight, and in fact in a short time dried up and was
quite comfortable to work on. The Indian labour was brought up
from Karachi, four men being very good, and the others ordinary
riveter type. I must say they all worked well and T had no trouble
wlth any of the Indians.

The rest of the work was now just a camse of cutting down the
0ld frames and replacing them with new ones, together with renewal
of the hull plates.

Cne incident that occurred, I think, is worth mentioning here.
I had taken on among others an Armenian and a Syrian riveter. After
getting their pay one Sabturday, they had been gambling and quarrelled
and this fracas ended with the Syrian stabbing the Armenian in the
back, evidently with some malice aforethought, as he inflicted some
five wounds.

About 2 a.m. I was awakened and asked to dress the fellow's
wounds and to get sufficient bandages I had to tear up two white
shirts. That done, he was taken away and immedimtely afterwards
the Sheik's police brought along the Syrian for sentence, and go
about 2.30 a.m. by candlelight., I pronounced sentence of three
montha' jail!

Things settled down and for two days all went well, but then
the Syrian's wife appeared, dashed up to me, and commenced kissing
my hands, imploring the release of her husband. I found this most
embarrassing and a most difficult situation o handle. She
persisted in waylaying me, repeating the hand-kissing for three days,
until at last I suggested to the Sheik that perhaps I had been a
little harsh but he insisted that as I had given three months'
sentencé, then three months it must be. I was sorry to be compelled
to be rude to the woman and drive her off but there was little else
T could do and 1% is noteworthy that after completing his sentence
her husband returned to his duties and worked well to the end.

Having completed the work on the hull, we returned to Abadan
to pick up the boiler, Only to meet with a further disappointment,
I found the lifting derrick had got broken and the boiler was lying
on the bank of the river. What was to be done ? Happily, I thought f
of the old system of using sand, so we erected a wooden bulkhead,
shoring off the boiler space, which was filled with sand.
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The yacht was moored as close to the river bank as possible
and an Arab Dhow placed between the yacht and the river bank. We
then laid a kind of wooden railway track composed of heavy logs
from the bank across the supporting dhew to the ship and the boiler
was rolled across. There was an anxious moment when the boiler
was half-way across, as one of the logs threatened to give way, but
we managed to shore it up and so the boiler arrived safely on top
of the sand. What a relief to get it there, The removal of the sand
was simple, as the coal bunkers were situated on either gide of
the boiler space and then all was rigged the yacht was towed to
Kuwait, where the job was completed, and a trial t{ip successfully
TUN.

While at Kuwait I lived in the visitors' quarters at the
Palace and had an interesting insight into Arab 1life there. The
window of my guarters looked out on a large flat roof where the
Sheik held his weekly courts. He sat with his back to my window
and the bodyguard and offenders were facing him and facing me too.
It was interesting to watch the expressions on their faces.

Before leaving for India the Sheik presented me with a handsome
Persian rug, now a little the worse for wear, and a gold embroidered
Arab Robe.

5. Biggam.
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F  S.S. AMPANG, (built 1925, Ship No.146).

This was one of four “shipment jobs” for the Straits Steamship Co of
Singapore. The ships were first erected in pieces bolted together at Garvel
Shipyard then the hulls were dismantled for packing and shipped to Sungei
Nyok (Penang) in Malaya. There they were re-erected and successfully
traded locally with passengers and cargo for over 15 years. Handsome
looking ships, they belied their small size. The first two RENGAM (1924) and
ROMPIN (1925) were fitted with early diesel engines (by Bolinders of
Sweden) but these appear to have been unreliable (early design? crew
unfamiliarity?) and the final two AMPANG (1925) and GEMAS (1925) were
fitted with the more familiar reciprocating steam engines (by McKie & Baxter,
Glasgow). All four were caught up in the fall of Singapore to Japanese forces
in February 1941. Their stories read as follows:

M.V. RENGAM Hull erected by George Brown shipped to Sungei Nyok and
re-erected there by owners. Captured by the Japanese at Penang, January
1941.

M.V. ROMPIN Hull erected by George Brown, shipped to Sungei Nyok and
re-erected there by owners. Requisitioned by the Admiralty, January 1941,
renamed HMS ROMPIN. Sailed from Singapore 10" February, captured by
Japanese at Muntok after engine failure 15" February 1941.

S.8. AMPANG Hull erected by George Brown, shipped to Sungei Nyok and
re-erected there by owners. Requisitioned by the Admiralty, January 1941,
renamed HMS AMPANG. Scuttled at Singapore 14™ February 1941.

S 5.GEMAS Hull erected by George Brown, shipped to Sungei Nyok, traded
to Batu Pahat. Requisitioned by the Admiralty 1939 and based at Singapore
as an auxiliary minesweeper. Left there 4" February 1941 arrived Batavia 4™
February. 22" February ordered to Tandjong Priok for repair, scuttled
Tiilatjap 3" March 1941,












G KARATTA, (built 1907, Ship No. 45).

It is significant that many of the vessels built by George Brown & Co had very
long careers and must have been good investments for their owners.

An example is SS KARATTA built in 1907 for the Adelaide Steamship Co of
Australia, later to become internationally known as the very large multi
national conglomerate “Adsteam”. KARATTA served for 54 successful years,
running continuously until 4™ November 1961,

Adsteam not surprisingly returned to George Brown & Co for further ships:
Ship No 73 KAPOOLA in 1912, served until 1957
Ship No 145 KOORAKA in 1925, served until 1960
Ship No 155 KATOORA in 1927, served until 1961

The log of KOORAKA' s delivery voyage from Greenock to Australia in 1925
makes fascinating reading (Pages G2 — G13). It is seen through the eyes of
Mr J Harris who having suffered from poison gas while on army service during
the 1914 -18 war had been advised to go to Australia for the good of his
health. He took passage as the carpenter on the Wa eventful
voyage, for which he was paid one shilling (5p)!! It turned out to be quite an
adventure and illustrates well the view of the world through the eyes of a
deckhand in the 1920s!
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1L0G OF M. 3. "ROORAKA".

300 Tons.

GREENOCK TO ADELAIDE,

28th April to 19th Auguat, 1925.

o . ] T

SOUTH AUSTRALLA.

J. Harris, CGarpaenter.

G 3i



28tn April, 1925,

30th April.

1lat May.

2nd May.

3rd May.

9th May.

10th May.

12th May.

18th May.

LOG OF M. 3. "KOORAKA", 300 TONS.

GREBNOCK TO ADELAIDE, 8. AUSTRALIA.

S3igned on as Carpsnter worklng my passage out to
Australia. 12 otolock mid-day we cast off our
mosring ropes and made for the "Tail o! the Bank",
adjusted our compasses there, nnd started on our
long run with Port 3ald as our first stop.

Into the English Channel, gale coming up nnd sea
rising, getting 1ife 1ines rigped up along the decls.

in the Bay of Biseay now, and the westher is pood.

We have had a rotten time the last two dnys, seas

got too high for us and forced ua to heave Loo. Vhak
a tossing we got; our small cralt was more under water
than above 1t; taking grub from the golley along to
the forecastle was out of the queation, you just had
to go along to the galley, grab something In your hand
and scoff 1% the beat way you could, I have been
sea-alck the last two days, and don't feel llke entlng
just yeb, but you have got to turn too and work, ses~
sick or not. :

3ighted Portuguese coast at 4 n.m, Woather mood, and
am feeling fine.

7 a,m. Entered tranits of (ibralter and reported ship
by flapg signal to the wireless station at iHagres.

9 a.m. Opposite the Rock, enplno# stopped, bearings
heating, and have got a fine view of fthe Hoeck nnd the
Terraces on it. 12 mideday, off apgain, inko the
Mediterranean, heavy swell running.

deavy swell st1ll running, snginc# contilnmually
breaking down, ship rolling too much to wrilte this
week; working from eerly worning £111 all hours at
night. Capbaln reckona we are off Kalta, although

we are out of sight of land, and thinks of putting In
there to get our engined fixed.

60 miles by Malta. Have decided to carry on to
Port Said. Going nlong like n erippled duek now
on three cylindera, and only doing 7 knobs.

Ment and water running short and weather apalnst us.
Salt junk doesn't apree with me.

8ighted land on starboard bow 3 a.m. Egyphkian coast,
9 a,m. Into Fort Sald, anchor down and Arnbs sboard
with fruit and cigarettes, and all sorts of things,
even a barbsr and shoemaker came alongside In thelr
boats. I took my bnoks off and they put a sole on

G4
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18th May. them while I sat down on the hateh nnd waited;

charged 3/6d. and made a good job., I wasn't hnlf
glad to get some frult, nand they didn't forpget to
charge for 1t elther. Only pgoing to stop an hour
and & helf here In order to get through the Suez
Canal in daylipght. French Pllot on board and three
Lpyptian boatmen to make fast the honts on the RBanks
of the CGanal. It 1is 3o narrow that two bonts can't
passi one has to tie up and let the other pass.
11,30, into the Cannl now. Arabs @orking nll nlong
the Banks clearing sand away. They do look funny

-in their long white robes and skirts nnd hare legs,
and bawling et the comels and donkeys. 5 p.m. at
Ismallin, halfway through the Canal, no% allowed
through in the dark without a search lipht, snd we
haven't got one. Thease Egyptlans and Arabs are
tough looking customers and fllthy with preass and
dirt and mwful thleves.

19th May. 8 a.w, leave Ismailla and get through the obther half
of the Canal. & p.m. arrive in Suez, All the
crew are golng ashore, but I don't 1llke the look or
the amell of these Armbs, so 1 am stopping on board
to write letters. Darpmens alongside with oil fuel
and fresh water. I have pot %o see that all the
tanks are properly {ltted up, that's one of my Jobsa.

20th May. 7 m.m. Away from here and glad to get aweay. The
heat is bad to put up with, but these filthy Arabs
are worse, you can't leave a thing down but they've
pot hold of 1t and pawing 1t all over.

2lst May. 8t111 in the Gulfl of 3uez, terrific heat, I am as
blaek as any nigper with the sun. A1l I'm wearing
18 a short pair of pankts, a thin sinpglet and a hnt,
and even that 1s too nmuch.

22nd May. Into the Red 8en now, no twilight here, darkness
comes <own like n blanket about 6.30 p.m. linginsé
doing well and weather fine.

26th May. 84111 in the Red Sea. The heat is awful. Anyblime
we get a few minutes to spare we turn the salt water
hose on emach other. We take n blanket and sleep ount
on the hatches. The akles are lovely at night, and
I'm learning the names of all the stars. W¥e cnn see
the Southern Cross guite plain now. Passed the
"Twelve Apostles" this morning; these nre twelve huge
rocks rising sheer out of the see, probably the top
of a subterranean mountaln range.

27th May. 4 p.m. Sighted Perim and reported ship by {lag
: sfgnal to wireless station there. This is the
place where the Children of Isrnel crossed the Red
Sea.



28th May.

29th May.

3rd June.

7th June.

8th June.

oth June.

Ge
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In the Gulf Adon now. Ferim marks the end of the

Red Sea, The hsat is unbearable. Should reach
Colombo in ten days. Shonls of flying fish are
continually passing, and often when the porpolsea are
aftor them they come right on to our well deeck. Ve put
a 1ight in the rigeging at night and it attracts them,
and we wateh and grab them ns they land on deck, and
put them in a bucket and the cook dishes them up for
breakfast. They are grent eating - just 1like fresh
water btrout.

0ff Cape Guardaiul - most easterly point of Africa.

The wind 1s rising and we are in for = Monsoon; getting
everything battened down, nnd 1ife lines rigped up: the
sgas sweep right over our low well deeck when 1t is roupgh,
and you have got to hold on tight, you're nlways soaked
0 the akln,

6.30 a.m. Have had a rotten time, been aielx for lour
days, can't even keep a drop of teas down, gns troubling
me agaln, our grub 13 going vobten with the hent, we've
no ice box. Lost my hat in that last akorm, I'm

going round like en Arab now with a handkerchief round
my head.

6.30 a.,m, Siphted land - Ceylon - what a welcome sipght.
It is only a dark blue line away on the horizon yet.
11.30 a.m. outaide Colombo breakwatsr, pllot coming
out to us. 12 mid-day In Harbour, natlves coming out
to ua in thelr cances with frult nnd fags. I'm for a
feed of banmanas, nnd think 1'11l go ashore to-night.

Went nshore last night and didn't I have a feed. 0 Yoy,
you should have seen us, The natlves nll pgnthered

round us with thelr rickshaws and we pgot ons each and
went for a drive round Colombo. Uhese richshaw hoys

can run %o some tune. We had them racing. Ve paild

one rupae for an hour. A rupee is worth 1/6d4. They
drove uas to their temple of Buddha firat. We hsd a

look round, and then they sald we would have to take our
bnota off to go into the inner temple, but we kicked

at that; they would have pinched our boots whlle we were
inside, so we got hold of our rickshaw hoys apain and
went to the native bazanrs nnd bought some {rult and
singlets. These nntives know how to drive n barpnln,
Howaver, we beat them down to about half of what they
wanted. I feockon they got the best of it even at that.
We bought some great tea, very chemp too, and had
another feed, and got the native hoatmen to take us hack
to our ship. We always anchored out in the stream,

and never came into the quay.

8 a,m. 0ot our oll tanks and fresh water tanks filled
up, nnd are in the road apgain. Gale blowing outslde,
glad to pget away. Lashing nll movnble pear down, nnd



Jth June.

10th June.

11th June.

12th Junse.

13th June.

14th June.

15th Junse.
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getting our old 1life lines rigged up agnin. This 1s
the monscon senson, 3o can expect any kind of weather.

Heavy weather =nd sick sgain., This bont thinks it 1s

a submarine. You've got to wade through water up to
your knees to get from the forecastle to the palley and
gvery few minubes you get s complete hath from heand to
foot. It is some jnke trying to get our grub nlong.
liope thils wont last long. 9.30 p.m. 7hat's a hlnde
nway off our propeller.

7,30 p.m, Two more blades gona. Thia 1s getting

cheery, Our speed reduced to four lmots., Thank

Heaven the sea 1s a hit calmar. We've albered our

course snd are now ateering for the Island of Samatra

in the Duteh East Indies 880 miles away. The old man
has got the firat and aceond mates on the bhrldre choeking
up the bearinga to £lnd ouk exnebly where we ora,

3.50 p.m, That's the lost blade nway. TUe are help-
less now. We have no wirelesa, and we went ouh of

the regular track of shipplng when we changed onr course.
A1l hands are turned to making exbtra aalla out nf the
hatch terpaulins, I'm in for a high old hime of 1t

now: I have pgot to =met too and mako a sen achor to keep
the ship head on to the sens. i

Working like a nigger, have got tho sea nnchor made out
of three old staging planks and a dozen conl bogs

opened up and sewed together and put 1t over on the
starboard bow. It is helping her n 1ittle. We ore
flying a lonp distance distress signal nnd have n saller
up on the bridge with glasses all the time in hopes of
alghting a passing ship to take us in tow.

6.30 a.m. Second mate spotted n shark crulsing round
ns. Oot n meat hook and a lump of junk from the

gnlley and threw it over. It hardly got tlme to

£ouch the water before Mr. shark had it with n rush, and
then two of us pot on the 1line and he nearly pulled our
prms out. We got him over the rail at last, snd I

pot my rule out msnd tried to measure him. iie nearly
broke my rule, and knocked the feel from me with his
kicking and leaplng. He wns pnly 5'-6" long and half
of that was hesd nand testh. He {a an upgly brote. We
opened him up but found nothing, so welll use him for
balt if any more come nlong.

Sunday "a dny of rest" but not for us chickens. The
sallors comnandment (six days shalt thou work and do
all that thou art able, nnd on the seventh holystona
the deck and scrape down the cable).

Nothing sighted yet. Everybody patting fed up and
short tempered, grub getting short, nnd only allowed
a 1ittle water for drinking eénch day. The heat 1s



16th June.

16th June.

17th June.
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terrific. We are petiing plenty railn, that's one rood
thing. We put out buckets nnd cnns and entoh all we
can. I have never seen such heavy rain in my 1ife. It
s8imply blots out everything and you are sonked to the
skin in a second, and then it stops just as sufidenly,
and the sun dries you in a couple of minutes. We
ceught a bigger shark this morning. We pot him on

deck and chopped hia tall off and threw him back, lia
pals made for him when they saw he wns halpless and
scoffed him, but he put up a pood fight. The snllors
hate sharks like rat poison and alwaya play some trick
on them. The next one we entich we are going to wedpe
up his mouth with a lump of wood. 1've got a bip wedpe
made reedy.

01d Man reckons we have drifted on the Singapore
Colombo route. HMlght sight a ship to-day. 6.350 p.m,
It 1s dark now and nothing sighted., Ve are getting
rockets ready to send up to-night. "The grub 1a metting
rotten, salt jJunk for breakfast, dimner snd toa, nnd
ses blscuits inatead of bread four days a week, We

all went along to the 0ld Man snd asked for better grub.
He said he couldn't help it, ws mipght drift for months
and he had to be careful with the food. It is a pood
Job we are getting plenty of {lyines fish flying on
board. There 1s goms talk of manning one of the 1ife
boats and trying to sail her Into Samatra snd send n
boat out to tow us 1in.

2,30 a.m. "The saillor on wateh at the mast hend sirhted
a ship's 1lght stout seven miles off in the Port quarter,
dou et we wers out in no tims whon we heard him yell
out. We don't trke our clothes off at night, but

just turn in with everything on, I evan had my boots
on, We got our rockets fixed and sent six up at
intervals: %We even gob an oil barrel np from the hold
f11led 1%t with atraw and waste and oil, lashed it up

to the rall nand set 1t ablaze, but All in valn., We
had to atand there in the pouring rain nnd watech that
light fade away in the dlstanes. "The things we anid
about that boat and her ecrew would have shrivellad them
up, and wouldn' stand putting down in this diary.

Vie turned in again and lay down in our sonking wet
clothes, too miserable even to speak, I started to
write 1t down in my diary and they t0ld me I wns mad,
T.n.m. spotted a monster of a shark, got our hook and
salt junk over and he rushed at it. Yhree of us got

on to the line and you should have seen us gebting
pulled all over the show t111 ha gok a hit #ired. We
fot him right up and half over the rall kicking nnd
twisting 1lke & fury. The mate yelled for someone

to get a rope over his hemed, but nobody enuld get near
him and at the finishe he kicked himself ripght off the
rall and left half his jaw on the hook. He went off
like a atreak but he wouldn't get far bhefore his pnls
would seoff him, He was fully 12 feet. i'e were wild



17th June.

18th June.

19th June.

21at June.

22nd June.

at losing him after all our pullinm. 9 n.m. 1 have

pot orders to rilg wp a jury rudder and there's no pear

£o build it. I have got a couple of our awninp spors

and a plate off the floor of the enpgine room. When L

get 1t rigged up we nre polng to try nnd aail her in.

It's golng to be & long job. 5,50 p.m. all working

away on the rudder when a yell came down from the mast-
head "ship on the starboard quarter". Down went our

tools and we all made a rush up above %o see her. Looks
as 1f she is golng by without seelng us. She 1s only a
speck on the horizon so far. We have even got n blanket
up to the mnsthead to sttract her. 4 p.m. preats exclbte-
ment she has altered her course, and 1s bensrLing down on
us. ©01d Man 1s sll exclbted, dashing around with nn old
torn and dirty shirt on., The firsi mate said ko him

"For God's sake Uaptsin, change into a clenn shirt". The
0ld Man's face wans a pleture, but he changed 1t snd pub
his shore going cnp on. The ship is a blus Tunnel honat
the Theseus of Liverpool. We have ot ona of our 1life
bonta out and the mate is polne scroas o her. ‘here's

a heavy swell running and ths swater seoma sllve with
shapks. The 1ife boat is bringing » 1ine baciz, nmd she 1s
helf full of water. ''he crew are haling all fhe time, and
it 1s over thelr knees. They have ot haok safa anyway
but we ean't 1ift her she is full ripht up. AL the finlsh
a wave cmught her and Mung her apainst the ship's slde
and smashed her up. Vie goh what was left of her up

engily encugh after that. B p.n. at111 working awny
hauling ropes nmil wires across. 10 p.m. made fast now,
and under way. OGetting some prub now, have had nothing
since mid-day. 12 midnipght got = tot of rum snd we needed
it, no rest for us to-night.

Bad sgualls during the night and Llinding rain showers.
Standing by the towlnpg ropes nll Lhe time, they are chailn
badly., We are making for Padang on the west eoast of
Yamatra.

3ga down @ bit, heavy continuous rain. "We nre aoaked all
the time. I rave stoppod wearing a shivh and boots. We
are all going around half naked and we look a tough crowd
and no mlistake. I haven't shaved since Colombo, S0 you
bet 1'm some oil painting.

2 n,m., Crossed the line, should pet in to-morrow night
with luelk. Went along tor our ten to-night and only pot
a smrll plese of salt horse. We nll wenb up to the old
finn and had n battle roysl. He sald he had nothing to
give us, but in the end we got a tin of selmon nnd a smnall
loaf., Wa did enjoy 1t nfter the anlt junk nnd hard
btiscuits. Told him we would have to ret bettor feeding
in future or we'd po to the BEritish Consnl in the next
Port. He dldn't know what to say.

4 n.m, Sipghted laond. Our ship steering very bad., OStrong
eurrents here. 10 a.m, 3ighted a bilpy whale on our Port
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1zt July.
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beam, soms alght. 7 p.m. into Fadang, 1nvely scenary.

Got up at 5.30 a.m. to get o Lath on deck belore the
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lonking lot, half kinlay
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imtch money they use he
right on the lLquator he
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their bazaars put you 1
London Zoo if smell poe
round in them without ©
The gentry here go arou
e¢lnsses wear nobthlng.
for fruit. 1t is funay
the 1little esrts nlong

working all day scrapin
a mesa, Don't think we
here. Thera iz no dock
Went fighing in one of

fish about here but too

All hands painting and
thls heat., Hven the na
but we have to. L'm su
We will have to po to B
600 miles from here 1n
to walt t111 n boat coOm
We all elubbed at Fort
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masiclan ean only play

nd. B p.w. Gnbivas nlongside In
oes with fyrult., They are = tough
arnd half Chinsse, I gol two rlozen
1es for a shillling. T4 is ald
re. Tho heat s terrible, %We are
ve. YWelve mobt the natives diving
lendid swinmers. The fish In
nltnough no use for entling.

pa ashore lnat night in thelr
ninea, gives vou the creeps, nnd

n mind of the monkey house at the
s for enything, nand you ean't turn
1'!‘!.’['1[)1.71}7, nn |\l11'_t‘r)’.;.-‘| aned mnn‘kt‘:ys.

nd 1n pyjamas nnd the worlking

We ere swoppinm all our clothes

0 see bhe owen nshorce pulling
just 1ike the atnrias in the lBlble.

g and palnting, She tan't half in
will get our propoller fi{xnd up

, anid we can't beach her here.

fthe lifebonts to-night; some big
many sharks.

gorsping. It's a rokten job in
tives Jdon't work dueing Lho day,
ra earning my "hob" a month.
atavia to pet our propeller fixed,
tha Island of Java. We will have
ez 1n here bo give us a how.

3nid and bought a lelodlon, so we
¥ at nlght and have n dnpee, Our
one waltz and the Boston two-step.

1t rather the worse for wenr with thin salk wnben, at

we keep poing till we &
arg mad. Oot a sohtalk o
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f bananas nahore 180 on 1t for n
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I would like to see hils
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8111 here. imteh shlp came ln lo-dey. Ald Man away on

bonrd to see if she wil

1 glve ns n Low. ifer name La the

"Lematang". Her Officers ars !uieh and her Grow Malay.

6.30 n,m. Gebting everything agquared np nnpd shipshape,
Lematang going to fow ua o Fatavia, 10,50 n.m. nnder
way Again, dolng alx tnota.

B1t of a swell running,
we are in for a# high ol

hope it doesn't get {oo rough or
d time, T30 pen. thnklas our

towing rope snapped and the Lematang ahout a mile away.
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‘1st July. Our 0ld Man mearly off hls head. AlL hands toened to,
| trying to fish up the broken enfd of the towing wlre; our
windlass broke down So. we hinve pot to manhandle 1t. It

| 1s heavy work, 1'll never get my hends elean again.  §.30

psm. Lematang has found oui she hes lost us and 13 cireling

| back, aendlng a boat over with another wire. 10,30 p.m. ]

{ Thought we were awny that tilme. Lemnbang eomo in tono close
and nearly smashed our bows 1in, we could have jumped aboard
her she was so olose. However, we are under way arain now.
12 mid-night, turning in now, got no extra prub for all that
work. You get tea ab 5 p.m. and pget nothing till 8 next
morning.

'2pd July. Kldded the cook it is my birthday and I'm 21, and he
believes me., "ot hilm tnlked up so muech that he made a
small duff for us in the forecagtle. Thakb fuff Atdn't

live long.

ard July. kntered the Sunda gtpalts 3,30 p.m. oubtside Eatavia lnrbour
tow rope snapped golng in and we nearly plled up on the
breakwater, just managed to pet another 1ine meross o

l the tug boat in time, and pot in all ripht.

! ath July. Getting wireless fixed up on board. ['m helping to fix

| 1+ up, maklng shelves and brackets and boring holas. Sent
} our spare propellsr away ashoro - poing to geb another one
| cast.

?llth July. Golng into 8 floating dry doclk now. e Imkeh have two

| here, all native labour. Have pot to take gquinine every
| night, very unhealthy here and the waker 1s undrinknble.

ilsth July. Got our rudder and propeller fixed vp and ouh of dry doclt.
| Going ko run a harbour trial.

ilﬁth July. gstting water and stores aboard nnid everythlng ahipshapse.
i 6.30 f.m. under way ngain. 11 p.m. nenprly out of the
| gtraits, englne# contimually running bob. 11.30 p.m.

have turned ond golng back to Batavin. vatre all in a
1nvely tempsr, and the langnaps 13 enounph to sink the ship.

16th July. 4.50 p.m. Back to Batavia, Uof filvs harrals of specinl
! oil aboard.

| 17%h July. hway again going round the Hast coash of Java this time.
} 01d Man thinks we wlll pet better wenther that slde.

21st July. At the south cast end of Java, enpginesg all turst up. Have
turned and are going bagk about 70 mlles into a place
called Soerabaya. Can't get mors than six knota oub of
her, and she won® stand up to the trade winds at that
apaed.

2ond July. Into Soerahaya, fed right up to the eyes. ftoing into dry
dpek to-morrow. Seems nEes ainez we 1left ureenock.



|

{26th July. out of dry dock mpgain. Went ashore but wns plad to get

| back ngain. It's a rotien show. Natives followinpg us

all the time begglng. . It wouldn't be so bad 1f they counld
speak a word of Enplish, and the smell from them would
knoek you down.

Fﬁeth July. Sundey. Thought we would get a rest to-day, bvk rot a
rude awakening. Englneers wanted n kick out of the
endd neg, so we had to turn teo and put out extra wires nnd
ropes to hold her. Nearly devoured by mosquiboes. Got
%o take quinine every nlght. This place i{s unhaalthy.
Our crew look more llke a football tieam with our sinplets
and short pants.

28th July. gt41]l in this rotten hole. None of the Imteh experts
seem to know what 13 wrong with the engine#. Ve are all
sick of this place, it is red hot during the day and the
mosquitoes bite lumps out of you at night.

29th July. Qur third engineer down with malaria, 1've hnd to o
down and give a hand 1n the engine room. I'm earning my
! 1/- alright.

|

| 30th July. & n.m. Away at last, Hope she poes straight this time,

?slst July. Passing through the Islands at the gouth of Java, Ths

i geenery 1a magnificent with the voleanic mountains and

i tropleal trees. Thc passages aro very nnrrow between the
1plands, and there 1z a very strong race running
againat us, 0ld Man's pot the wind up, we are hardly
making headway, and she is steering bad. 11.30 p.m.
Pest the Islands mow, gale blowing and seas petting high.
tie left our ports open in the forecnstle nnid pot completely
washed out, beds, blankets and everything soaksd, all our
brend, sugar snd stuff wnshed on to the deck, what n meas!

\ Can't stand on our feet she 1s pltehing =0 hadly. We Jush

lay down in our wet gear and tried to forpet 1t.

1lst Aug. I'm sick agaln (Nuff sed).

4th Aug. Feel better now. Heavy 888 running and a head wind.
ook 1s giving us rotten grub in the forecastle and plving

the smloon good stuff, so we nll went nlong and had a
batitle royel, threw the grub overboard in front of the
01d Man, Expect we will henr more about it later.

{7th Aug.
gale sprung up last night. ¥"hat a time we'!ve had slnce.
she's kilcking and leaping 1ike something mad. lkating off
.a plate is out of the question, nand when you try to
drink your eoffes you geb half of 1t down your nseck.
our forecastle is leaking on top, and every time she dlgs
her bows into a wave 1t comes down on us like a burn. (Who
wouldn't sell a farm sand go Ho gea? ). Sho is only doing
about three knots, e¢an hardly keep her hend on to the
ssns. 1I'm kept tusy cmulking all the decks and it 1s



Tth Aug.

8th Aug.

{ 11th Mug.

i
i 13th Aug.

LlSth Mg,

19th Aug.

: G I3

10.

some job. Every few minutes I get sent klcking Into
the scuppers with the stool and oakum bying themsolves
round my neck. The 0ld Man nnd the mate nra having a
good laugh nt me, but 1 don't see the joke, and I pot
wild and told them so. They dian't 1like 1t nnd buzzed
off. YThey can't dock much off my wages nnyway. 1
reckon 1 have zarned that Boh.

4,30 p.m. -Sighted land, our flrst glimpss of
Australia. It's an Ialand ecalled Dirk linrtog at the
mouth of Sharkls Bay, %est Auatralia., We are Jmaning
the 1land to try and get it a bit ensier.

Heavy swell coming off the land and hittime na brondalde
on. She 1s rolling bad, Ve are busy pubting extra
lashings on everythinpg. Sighted Cape Leeuwin this
morning, most south torly polnt of fustrnalin. Hnave
nltered course and are steering due east making shraight
ncross the Bipght into Adelalde. Thank Heaven thls is
the last lap - should get in in nine dnys.

wWind rising, we are in for a blow. MNaklng very little
headway, only three knots at times.

3@a down a blt, We have had 1t pretty rough. 014 ian
reckons we are only 500 miles from Adelaide. 'This 1is
Sunday, so I have pot a 1little tims off. I atarted to
get all my clothes nnd gear packed up, everything 1s
nearly ruined with salt wnter.

2 a.m, Silghted Neptune Island. 4 a.m. 31iphted Kanpgaroo
Island, should get in about nine o'clock to-night. ALl
hands on deck holystoning and serubbing nnd getting
mooring ropes up from below. I enn hardly belleve that
it 1s nearly over. We hnve lncreased speed %o try and
get in earlier. 4.45 p.m. DLoctor's boat alongalde, and
all passed. Ooing up the river into Port Adelaldes now.

8 p.m. Into Port Adelalde, quite dnrk, I was the first
mnn ashore. 1 lemped ashore with a mooring rope to

make her fast, when she was still a few feet, and jumped
right into Mrs Berr and ths girls. I am poling to atay
with them to-night. Thank Heaven that is the end of that
voyage. (MEVER AGAIN).

(sgd) J. Harris.

F.5., Got paid off with 1/-. Reckon I'll keep it for
luak. I think I earned 1it.



H  ANGULARITY (built 1934, Ship No. 187) and SUAVITY (built 1936,
Ship No. 198)

Messrs FT Everard & Sons Ltd, coastal ship owners of Greenhithe in Kent,
were far and away the best customers in terms of numbers of ships built at
Garvel Shipyard. From the time they took delivery of their first Greenock —
built ship (AGILITY in 1924) until their final order (ATONALITY in 1949) they
placed orders for 28 ships from George Brown & Co and acquired a further 3
ships which had been built for the Ministry of War Transport during the 1939 —
45 war. Clearly they were very satisfied with the ships they had received.

Two are mentioned here:

a) ANGULARITY, which took part, representing the British coastal
fleet, in the 1935 Fleet Review at Spithead. Her master at the
review, Ginger Wilton had stood by during building of
ANGULARITY at Greenock in 1934. For the occasion her hull
was painted very smartly in a distinctive yellow.

b) SUAVITY was similarly honoured by being present at the Royal
Naval Review on 20™ May 1937 and for this occasion her hull
was painted white.

Extensive details of the George Brown & Co built ships owned by Everards
can be found in the book "Everard of Greehithe™ by KS Garrett, ISBN
0905617584, published by the World Ship Society in 1991.
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| GARNOCK ( built 1956, Ship No. 266)

GARNOCK was a small harbour tug fitted with a Kort rudder and specially
designed with a clear after deck for the carriage of explosives from the ICI
explosives works at Ardeer near Irvine to a dumping ground several miles off
the coast in Ayr Bay.

During her delivery voyage from Greenock to Irvine, in which the writer
Douglas Brown was a junior member of the crew, she met up with her
predecessor returning from the dumping ground. This was the old paddle tug
GEORGE BROWN (no connection with the builders, but named after the
Provost of Irvine at the time she was built, 1888).

GARNOCK continued her harbour duties until 27" February 1984 when, while
dumping, an explosion occurred under her stern. Fortunately there were no
casualties but the vessel was damaged aft, in way of the rudder. She was
donated, shortly afterwards, to the Scottish Maritime Museum at Irvine where
she forms part of the outdoor display at the time of writing (March 2002},






Troon: Monday February 1984, ar 1135, Troon's 44ft Waveney class lifeboat, Connel
Elizabeth Cargill, under the command of Coxswain/Mechanic lan Johnson, left her mooring
after reports that the ing Garnock had been damaged by an explosion west of Ardrossan and her
engine was out of action. There was a light north-w esterly wind and the sea was slight when the
lifeboat came alongside the wg. Coxswain Johnson discovered a normal tow would be impossible
because the tg's rudder could not be used. Instead the lifeboat was lashed alongside the port aft
side of the tug and, making six knots, steered for Troon. At 1508 the iwo vessels entered harbour
(above) and a few minutes later the tug was safely berthed alongside the lifeboar shed.

lie L folod — Aufuen 2%,




J  SUNNY (built 1953, Ship No. 259)

This was the largest ship built at Garvel Shipyard, and was a steam 4080t
deadweight single screw oil tanker built for Norwegian owners for the trade
between Singapore and Indonesia.

Much of the steel with which she was built had to be imported from Japan
(there was a shortage of steel in the UK at the time — both countries were
emerging from post — war shortages).

Her dimensions were 315° 0" x 47° 0" x 22' 0"

Several earlier ships built by George Brown & Co were not far short of her
size, eg, ALBIONIC (built 1924, Ship No. 133) 290" 0" x 44" 0" x 23' 0"

and TERNEUZEN (built 1922, Ship No. 136) 290° 0" x 43" 10" x 23' 0"

SUNNY was sold in 1966 and renamed SEASNIPE. She was scrapped in
1976.






K N.A. COMEALU, (built 1962, Ship No. 275).

This was a pioneer ro-ro and passenger ferry which opened up a new route
across the St Lawrence estuary in Canada from Matane (a small town with
a railway connection on the Gaspe peninsula) to Godbout in Labrador. The
route was an instant success and went from strength to strength. After
some years the specially designed shallow-draught N. A. COMEAU
(named after a pioneer of the Labrador coast) was replaced by larger
vessels {vehicle and train ferries) and was transferred to the much more
open waters between North Sydney in Nova Scotia and Newfoundland.

Further details of her later career in the Caribbean and, later still, moored
as an accommodation ship near Melbourne in Australia are given on the
attached sheet, Page K2.

What is remarkable is that, after 32 years of service, she was able to make
her own way through the Panama Canal and across the Pacific Ocean
under her own power in 1994 She is still in existence in Australia at the
time of writing (March 2002).

The attached letter (from Traverse Matane Godbout Limitee, dated 5"
September 1963, Page K3) asking for a second slightly larger version of
the successful N. A. COMEAU for delivery in June 1964 could not be acted
on as Garvel Shipyard was already busy building Ship No276 KINNAIRD
HEAD and No 277 VASABHA and could, therefore, not meet the delivery
date. The required ferry was built at a Canadian shipyard and, as SIEUR
D'AMOURS assisted N. A. COMEAU on the increasingly busy sailings from
Matane.
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& Co Marine Ltd,

Yy dear Jack,
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GEORGE BROWN & CO (MARINE) LTD

INNOVATIVE APPLICATIONS IN SHIP DESIGN AND SHIPBUILDING

PRACTICE

Many techniques in use at Garvel Shipyard in ship design and shipbuilding
practice were pioneering and innovative and, in some cases, were many
years ahead of current practice.

Throughout the yard's 80 years of shipbuilding the company was at the
forefront of contemporary design and practice as can be seen from the
following instances:

Adoption of electric arc welding (replacing and complementing the
older rivetted construction). Welding was introduced at Garvel
Shipyard in 1916, many years in advance of other larger shipyards.

Fitting of diesel main engines in ships (to save weight and volume
compared with heavy steam engines and their associated heavy
boilers). In the early 1900s George Brown & Co was at the forefront of
designing and building diesel-engined cargo vessels with engines aft, a
feature which has since become standard throughout the world.

Shipment jobs. In a skilled practice shared with a few other leading
Clyde shipyards, Garvel Shipyard was sometimes contracted to build a
ship in assembly form in Greenock. The ship was then bolted together
with numbered plates and bars (red for port, green for starboard) and
then these parts carefully packed ready for shipment out to distant
parts of the world (the Arabian Gulf, South East Asia and South
America) for final erection and completion. Occasionally some of the
skilled workforce would travel with the pieces and take part in the final
building.

Fitting of streamlined rudder posts and boundary plates to the top and
bottom of rudders to improve rudder efficiency and the manoceuvrability
of ships, particularly at low speeds. These plates were standard in
ships built at the yard from the 1920s and 30s onward - far in advance
of other shipyards.

All welded ships — two small tugs were built of all welded construction
in 1850 — again much in advance of current UK shipbuilding practice
which used a combination of welding and rivetting.

The yard was one of the first shipyards to introduce automatic
submerged arc welding (continuous wire process) to improve welding
quality and speed in the early 1960s.

Cold frame bending (dispensing with the labour-intensive coal-fired
furnace and hot bending process) using a hydraulic press was
introduced about 1960. It permitted both port and starboard side
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frames to be bent at the same time and, as well as being
environmentally friendly, was again in advance of shipbuilding practice
at the time.

+ Extensive use of tubular scaffolding to facilitate both erection and
painting was developed in the 1950s. This was safer, quicker and
more mobile than the old-fashioned staging using wooden uprights
which was current practice in many shipyards for many years
afterwards.

+ The adoption, in the 1950s, of steel hatch covers (Macgregor Patent
Single Pull) for the main hatches of dry cargo vessels built at the yard.
These were a major step forward in ship safety and were tailor made of
welded construction, to close engineering tolerances, at Garvel
Shipyard. They replaced, very successfully, the old-fashioned, and
unsatisfactory, wooden hatchboards covered with tarpaulins.

* Investment in craneage (a single tower mobile Pingon crane mounted
on a dedicated rail track and serving two building berths was installed
in the early 1960s) permitted the construction of prefabricated units in
covered sheds (also allowing the pre-outfitting of pipes, etc) — avoiding
the earlier unsatisfactory practice of individual plates being worked on
outside, in all weathers, on the building berth. This was again, much in
advance of current shipyard practice.

+ In the design office the use of a very early computer installation, in
1961, in cooperation with King's College, University of Newcastle, to
calculate a complete set of ship's hydrostatic data, e.g., displacement,
transverse stability and trim, etc. This was well ahead of current
practice at the time.

* The building, in 1962, of an early roll-on roll-off ferry fitted with a hinged
hydraulically operated watertight stern door. The vessel was designed
for the carriage of cars (for which a turntable was provided in the ship's
garage) and had part of the vehicle deck strengthened to take heavy
articulated lorries. This passenger/vehicle ferry (Ship No. 275)
pioneered a route across the St Lawrence estuary in Canada which did
much to open up the coast of Labrador.

For an excellent and well-informed report on the activities of George
Brown & Co (Marine) Ltd during the years 1946 to 1983, see pages 271 to
276 of "lronfighters, Qutfitters and Bowler Hatters™ by George O'Hara,
ISBN 0 9530 8210 5, published 1997.

A full list of the ships built by George Brown & Co at Garvel Shipyard, with
further details of each vessel, is held by the City Archivist at the Mitchell
Library, Glasgow (File No. TD8865).
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